
Spanish 1A – Mr. Leavitt 
Fall 2018 

Welcome to Spanish 1A!  The purpose of this class is to help you acquire beginning level 
understanding, speaking, reading, and writing of Spanish, and to introduce you to 
Spanish-speaking cultures. 
 
We will be using TPRS® (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling, 
originated by Blaine Ray) in our class: TPRS is a powerful teaching methodology that is 
based on proven techniques and sound pedagogy. An input-based methodology, TPRS 
focuses on specific activities and techniques that expose the learner to an abundance of 
authentic language in a condensed period of time. It simulates a hybrid immersion 
experience by eliminating its flaws-incomprehensible input and excessive amounts of 
time-while maintaining the powerfully effective aspects of an immersion experience: 
context, comprehensible messages, and a natural and useful language. 
 
Goals:  Your goals by the end of the first semester are to be able to write a 100-word 
narrative essay in Spanish in 10 minutes; to read a 1,400 word story in Spanish; and to 
be able to tell a ten-sentence story off the top of your head in fluent Spanish—all without 
a dictionary.  I will give you a list of the Spanish vocab you are responsible for knowing 
by the end of the semester. 
 
Materials Needed:    

1. A durable folder, binder, or section in a binder dedicated to Spanish class.  You 
may divide the binder into the following sections: 

a. Spanish Vocab (I will give you a list) 
b. Warm-ups and practice questions for final (keep several sheets of blank 

notebook paper in this section) 
c. Notes and handouts 

2. ¡Avancemos! 1 textbook (Classroom set) 
3. Pencil or pen 

 
Grading:  Here are the percentages for each type of assignment: 
 Tests:   40% of your grade 
 Daily work:  40% 
 Quizzes:  10% 
 Participation:  10% 
  
Failing Grade Policy- Students with failing grades may submit missing assignments 
for credit by the end of grading period.  Students who would like to challenge a test or 
quiz score and try for a higher grade may schedule a retest as schedule permits.  After 
grade deadlines pass, all grades are final.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mr. Leavitt’s Classroom Expectations 
Fall 2018 

 
A.  These are the specific behaviors I expect to see in class: 

1. Get to class on time. If you are late, have a note or check with me before being 
late. 

2. Do your best on any work you do in class. 
3. Ask for help when you need it. 
4. Pay attention in class. 
5. Use Spanish in class. 
6. Always try. 
7. Clean up your messes. 
8. Be nice to others. 

 
B.  These are the specific behaviors I expect not to see in class**: 

1. Fighting. 
2. Fighting about seating chart. 
3. Fighting about using phones and electronics. 
4. Distracting others from learning.  
5. Inappropriate language, subject matter, or jokes in class. 
6. Making a mess in class and not cleaning up. 
7. Lining up at the door before the bell rings. 

 
**I will deduct 10 points from your participation grade when I see these 
behaviors; I may or may not issue a warning (other than this rules sheet) 
first.  Depending on the severity/frequency of your behavior, I will also 
notify your parents, document your behavior and write a behavior 
referral.  You may make up the participation points either by 
translating Spanish stories or by writing 100-word stories in Spanish, 
earning 10 points per story.  Parents:  My plan is to notify you 
automatically if/when your child’s participation grade drops below 80% 
and tell you why. 
 
C.  FOOD and DRINK PRIVILEGES:  School policies for the 2018-2019 
year dictate that only water is allowed in classrooms as long as it is not 
a distraction.  There will be special occasions where food will be part of 
the class activities.  I will notify you ahead of time to prepare for such 
events.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Signatures below due by Friday, September 7th – this is a 10-point grade. 
 
 
 
 
Student 
I, ______________________________________, have read and understood Mr. Leavitt’s classroom 
expectations on both sides of this syllabus.  I understand that if I personally engage in the behavior in list (B), I will 
have 10 points deducted from my participation grade.  I understand that I can earn the points back by writing or 
translating stories in Spanish.     
 
 
Signed: ____________________________________________________Date: ________________ 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian 
I, ______________________________________, have read Mr. Leavitt’s classroom expectations on both sides 
of this syllabus.  I understand that my student will have 10 points deducted from his or her participation grade for 
behavior problems listed under (B).  I understand that he or she can earn the points back by writing or translating 
stories in Spanish.  Mr. Leavitt will notify me when my student’s participation grade falls below 80% (to 79 or 
below) and tell me why.   
 
 
 
Signed: ____________________________________________________Date: _______________ 

 
 


